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World Leader in the Construction Market
Saint-Gobain, one of the world’s top 100 industrial corpora-
tions, is the world leader in the habitat and construction market.  
Operating in 64 countries with nearly 190,000 employees,  
Saint-Gobain designs, manufactures, and distributes building 
materials, providing innovative solutions to today’s critical chal-
lenges of growth, energy efficiency, and environmental protec-
tion. For more information, please visit: www.saint-gobain.com

An Innovation-Driven Group
Saint-Gobain has consistently demonstrated its ability to in-
vent products that improve quality of life. Saint-Gobain con-
tinues to deploy its technological know-how, often in partner-
ship with the most prestigious universities and laboratories. 
The fact that 20% of Saint-Gobain’s products did not exist 
five years ago is a testament to its commitment to innovation.

Saint-Gobain in North America
Present in North America since 1831, Saint-Gobain employs 
some 19,000 people in more than 350 locations across the 
US and Canada, in industries as diverse as industrial ceramics  
and containers, reinforcements and flat glass, abrasives, and 
building materials. Among the most recognizable North 
American Saint-Gobain brands is CertainTeed, a leading 
manufacturer of building materials.

Saint-Gobain 
The Reference for Sustainable Habitat

Title page: Contraflam Lite at the Copenhagen  
Opera House, Denmark

Left: Saint-Gobain Group Headquarters in Paris,  
France / Saint-Gobain North America representation in 

Valley Forge, PA / CertainTeed, North America’s leading 
brand of sustainable building products  

Right: The new Reliant Stadium in Houston (TX) features  
a retractable roof made of Saint-Gobain fabric
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Left: Facade with SGG Climaplus Diamant Extra-Clear with 
solar control at the Vancouver Convention Center,  

Vancouver, BC
Right: 18th century glass processing at Saint-Gobain / 

modern float line for flat glass at Saint- Gobain  
Glass Division / optical control at float line

The Future of Glass since 1665
Following the establishment of the “Manufacture Royale des 
Glaces de Miroirs” in Paris in October 1665, the Royal Glass 
Works built 357 mirrors for the Hall of Mirrors in the Palace 
of Versailles in the 17th century. The invention of the process 
of pouring glass onto a table (glassware casting, see picture) 
replaced blown glass and opened up the European market for 
Saint-Gobain in the 18th century.

Today, Saint-Gobain Glass is the number one glass manufac-
turer in Europe and ranks second in the world. Our unrivalled 
knowledge and our pioneering spirit enable us to deliver 
virtually any type of glazing solution, which in turn protect, 
insulate, and reflect. Designed to be processed and marketed, 
these products notably meet all the necessary requirements 
when it comes to energy-saving, solar protection, safety, com-
fort, and style. The Glass Business Unit sells its glass products 
to the building, transportation, and solar industries.

Saint-Gobain Glass 
Pioneer in the Making of Glass
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Left: Load-bearing fire-rated LiteFlam glass floor with  
Contraflam at NYU Stern School of Business, NYC /  

partition with Contraflam Structure butt-joint in Greenwich, 
CT / curtain wall with VDS Framing System  

using Contraflam in Meriden, CT  
Right: Partition wall with Contraflam at City Tunnel 

train station in Malmö, Sweden

More than 30 Years of Experience with Fire
Vetrotech Saint-Gobain is a leading producer of fire-resistant 
glass products. With innovative research and development as 
well as state-of-the-art production technologies, Vetrotech cre-
ates solutions of the highest quality and complexity. Vetrotech 
products comply with the strictest impact safety requirements. 
All solutions are suitable for multi-comfort applications and 
meet the aesthetic demands of modern architecture.

Global Resources, Local Support
Vetrotech fire-resistant glass is manufactured and fabricated 
under license by authorized Saint-Gobain facilities located 
throughout Europe, Asia, and North America. As a global 
organization, Vetrotech understands the unique needs of the 
markets by serving customers through local sales and technical  
support offices.

Made in America
Pioneering products have been available on the North American  
market since the 1980s, with production facilities in Auburn (WA)  
since 2000. Since our first UL listings dating back to 1983, 
Vetrotech has played an important role in standards’ develop-
ment for fire-resistant safety glass. With a specially adapted 
product range certified according to leading North American 
fire-test standards and in full compliance with model building 
codes, we can satisfy the needs of the local market.

Vetrotech 
Dedicated to Fire-Resistant Glass
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Passive Fire Protection You Can Count On
Passive fire protection is critical in building fire safety, and 
compliments active fire deluge/sprinkler systems. Fire-resistant 
glass is there when it is needed, maintenance-free, reliable, 
and ready to perform without the possibility of mechanical 
failure. Transparent fire protection can enhance any architec-
tural application by blending in harmoniously with building 
design. 

Hundreds of Fire Tests Conducted Every Year
We operate our own ISO 17025 accredited fire-test laboratory, 
where we are able to conduct all US applicable fire tests per 
NFPA, ASTM, and UL standards witnessed by leading, inde-
pendent experts. All products that have a rating of 45 minutes  
or greater are subject to the “Hose Stream Test” in compliance 
with North American building regulations. We maintain US 
third-party testing and certification services (including Under-
writers Laboratories and Warnock Hersey) to demonstrate 
product compliance.

Tried and Tested
We continually test and certify our glass within leading fire-
rated steel and aluminum framing systems. As a result, our 
solutions span a range of classifications from “fire protective” 
to “fire resistant”, from 20 minutes up to 3 hours. What’s more, 
we feature products based on tempered glass for increased 
breakage resistance to withstand harsh treatment. Our prod-
ucts meet International Building Code (IBC) requirements for 
human impact safety characteristics (CPSC 16 CFR 1201 Cat-
egories I and II) as well as hurricane, bullet or blast resistance. 

Protecting People and Premises

Left: Fire test with Keralite FR remaining fully transparent 
Right: Test laboratory with two furnaces in Switzerland / 

fire test with an interlayer product, creating a foam  
reaction / Hose Stream Test
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Left: Aluminum store-front framing system by Aluflam   
using Contraflam and Pyroswiss in Chicago, IL / partition with 

Contraflam Structure butt-joint in Greenwich, CT /  
elevator lobby with Contraflam Structure butt-joint in aluminum 

store-front framing system by Aluflam North America 
Right: Interior facade with Contraflam Low-Iron in  

aluminum curtain wall system by Aluflam North America 
(photo copyright by Christopher Barrett)

A Diverse Range of Applications
Working in cooperation with leading fire-door and fire-rated 
profile system partners, our glass can be combined with the 
industry’s most popular framing systems and glazed building 
elements. These systems cover a wide range of applications, 
including curtain walls, glass floors, full-vision doors, floor-   
to-ceiling glass partitions, and marine applications, and in all 
of these, our glass integrates harmoniously with glass that is 
not fire resistant.

Safety Combined with “Multi-Comforts”
Protecting people and property from the hazard of fire is the 
key objective for our fire-resistant glass solutions. However, our 
glass goes further, combining form and function by providing  
impact safety and acoustic and visual comfort, as well as 
decorative features – what we call “multi-comforts”.

Daylighting for Energy Efficiency 
Using Vetrotech fire-rated glass is an excellent way to harness  
natural daylight in open-plan building designs – while ensuring  
fire safety, reducing the need for artificial light, and cutting 
heating and cooling costs. In exterior applications, our products  
may be incorporated into double and triple glazing with solar 
control and low emissivity features, which maximize the energy 
performance of a building.

Beyond Fire Protection
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Diversity and Experience
Fire resistance depends upon a complete “system solution” 
of fire-rated glass combined with framing of equal fire-resistant 
classification. Vetrotech partners with experienced suppliers 
of fire safety and security systems to provide a wide range of 
solutions. As a result, our Contraflam product range is tested 
and certified within various code-compliant metallic framing  
systems to meet “transparent wall” classification to ASTM 
E-119 / UL 263 / ULC-S101 / NFPA 251.

The Total Package 
Our fully equipped in-house custom metal fabrication and paint 
shop can meet any project specification. We fabricate glazed 
fire-rated opening protective solutions ranging from full-glazed 
fire doors, fire windows, fire barriers and partitions, and (non-
load bearing) walls, to exterior curtain walls. First introduced 
into the North American market nearly 20 years ago, the 
VDS Framing System features narrow steel profiles with crisp 
and sharp corners, virtually indistinguishable from non-rated  
aluminum extrusions.

Tough and Flexible
The VDS Framing System offers the highest level of fire resis-
tance available today. It functions as a fire barrier in occupancy  
separation walls, hallways, and stairwells. It is available in 
fire ratings from 60 minutes up to 3 hours. The VDS Framing 
System is complemented with single or double doors as well 
as incorporating any listed fire door, such as wood, hollow 
metal, and aluminum.

The System Is the Solution

Left: Partition with VDS Framing System using Swissflam in 
hollow metal frames at Herriman High School, Herriman, UT
Right: Welding of VDS Framing System / windows with VDS 

Framing System using Contraflam in Vancouver, BC /  
partition wall and fire door with VDS Framing System using 
Contraflam at JL Sorenson Recreation Center, Herriman, UT
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A Broad Range of Solutions

Tempered Glass Products
Made of thermally tempered safety glass. Withstands fire  
exposure without the transmission of fire to the non-fire side, 
and prevents the passage of smoke, flames, or hot gases. 

   Pyroswiss
Pyroswiss® 20 was first tested in 1981, quickly becoming the  
original, clear, specially tempered, and impact safety glass 
for 20-minute fire-rated doors. 

Glass-Ceramic Products 
Clear, fire-rated safety glass-ceramics with improved human 
impact safety.

    Keralite FR
The glass-ceramic product family offers the widest selection of 
solutions where fire-rated applications from 20 up to 180 min- 
utes are required. For high-traffic areas in buildings, the  
mandatory human impact-safety rating can be achieved by 
filming or laminating Keralite FR. 

   VDS Framing System
The VDS Framing System is based on narrow profile steel  
sections to provide maximum convenience through ease of 
installation. Used in conjunction with Contraflam, the VDS 
Framing System provides a barrier to heat transfer by con-
duction or convection. Available as a complete modular 
construction system and with custom colors for extraordinary  
design flexibility.

    VDS Curtain and Partition Walls 
VDS pressure-glazed curtain wall systems feature tough and 
durable Contraflam, made from tempered safety glass, for 
superior resistance to thermal and mechanical stress. Dual-
sealed for moisture and humidity resistance, and inherently 
UV stable, Contraflam is ideally suited for exterior building 
envelope applications when supplied as an IGU with solar 
control or low emissivity. 

Interlayer Glass Products
Made of laminated or tempered safety glass and filled with 
a transparent, intumescent interlayer, these products activate 
when exposed to fire, preventing the passage of smoke, 
flames, and gas while reducing the transmission of radiated 
and conducted heat for up to 180 minutes. 

    Swissflam
Swissflam 45 is a multi-laminated, optically clear and  
impact-safety-rated product with excellent sound reduction 
properties, which has become the preferred standard for 
45-minute fire-rated applications.

    Contraflam
Highest performing fire-resistant glass as a “barrier to heat”. 
Available in a variety of combinations including IGUs, multi- 
comfort, and decorative options. Contraflam Structure uniquely  
allows discreet flush-glazed butt-joint solutions, free from verti-
cal frames in both one-hour and two-hour ratings.

Doors Impact Safety Pyroswiss 20 minutes

Impact Safety + Hose Stream Contraflam 60/90 minutes

Impact Safety + Hose Stream Keralite 20–180 minutes

Windows /  

transoms

Impact Safety + Hose Stream + Protective Swissflam 45 minutes

Impact Safety + Hose Stream + Protective Keralite 45/60 minutes

Impact Safety + Hose Stream + Resistant Contraflam 45/60 minutes

Walls /  

partitions

Impact Safety + Hose Stream + Resistant Contraflam 60–180 minutes

Hose Stream + Resistant VDS Framing System 60–180 minutes

Fire Protective Fire Resistant 

Hose Stream Impact Safety 

Door

Right: Tempering furnace at a factory in Romont, Switzerland 
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Vetrotech Saint-Gobain USA
2108 B Street NW, #110

Auburn, WA 98001
253-333-0660

Toll-free: 888-803-9533
Fax: 253-333-5166

www.vetrotechusa.com

Vetrotech, Pyroswiss®, Swissflam®, Contraflam®, and VDS®: 
all devices and logos are registered trademarks of Vetrotech 
Saint-Gobain International AG. Keralite® is a registered trade-
mark of Keraglass.
December 2011. The information contained in this publication 
is correct at the time of going to print. Such information may 
be subject to change and products may be modified, supple-
mented or withdrawn by Vetrotech Saint-Gobain without prior 
notice. Vetrotech Saint-Gobain International AG, CH-3175 
Flamatt, Switzerland, www.vetrotech.com

Worldwide Presence for Your Overseas Projects
Wherever you need us, we’ll be there. Vetrotech Saint-Gobain 
is a global organization that understands the unique needs of 
local markets. Our products are manufactured and fabri cated 
under license by authorized Saint-Gobain facilities located  
throughout Europe, Asia, and North America. We have more 
than 15 of our own sales offices, in addition to countless  
representatives, who span the continents, making sure that you  
receive commercial as well as technical support wherever you  
need it. For detailed, up-to-date contact information please 
consult our Group website at www.vetrotech.com

And from Coast to Coast in North America
Our own North American sales office in Auburn, WA, and 
more than 20 independent sales representatives in the United 
States of America and in Canada ensure professional com-
mercial and technical support to help you succeed in your 
projects. Contact us at Vetrotech Saint-Gobain North America 
for professional advice.

We Know Fire

1A_0012_CIBrosch_NorthAmerica_11.indd   16 03.01.12   09:57


